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explained to Goschen earlier in the day that Germany had
been compelled by strategic necessity to go through Bel-
gium to reach France in the quickest and easiest way—
.that it was a matter of life and death for her. Goschen
then said he should like to go and see the Chancellor as
it might be his last opportunity. Goschen's narrative
continues:
I found the Chancellor very agitated.   His Excellency at
once began a harangue which lasted for about 20 minutes.
He said that the step taken by His Majesty's Government
was terrible to a degree, just for a word "neutrality" a word
which in war time had so often been disregarded—just for
a scrap of paper, Great Britain was going to make war on
a kindred nation who desired nothing better than to be
friends with her.   All his efforts in that direction had been
rendered useless by this last terrible step, and the policy
to which, as I knew, he had devoted himself since his acces-
sion to office, had tumbled down like a house of cards. ... I
said that in the same way as he and Herr von Jagow wished
me to understand that for strategical reasons it was a matter
of life and death to Germany to advance through Belgium
and violate her neutrality, so I would wish him to under-
stand that it was, so to speak, a matter of "life and death"
for the honor of Great Britain that she should keep her
solemn engagement to do her utmost to defend Belgium's
neutrality if attacked.   That solemn compact simply had
to be kept, or what confidence could anyone have in engage-
ments given by Great Britain in the future? The Chancellor
said "But at what price will that -compact have been kept.
Has the British Government thought of that?"  I hinted to
his Excellency as plainly as I could that fear of consequences
could hardly be regarded as an excuse for breaking solemn
engagements, but his Excellency was so excited, so evidently
overcome by the news of our action and so little disposed
to hear reason, that I refrained from adding fuel to the
flame by further argument   As I was leaving he said that
the blow of Great Britain joining Germany's enemies was all

